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the traditional doctrine of Scripture than has been done by many 
other critics. We believe that Kutter might have gone even farther ; 
for Clement seems to us practically to have had a collection of books 
called " dominical Scriptures" or "New Testament," and to have con- 
ceived of Scripture itself as inspired. We have found this monograph, 
however, very suggestive, and his discussions able and unbiased. 

George T. Purves. 
Princeton Theological Seminary. 



Die griechischen christlichen Schriftsteller der ersten 
drei Jahrhunderte, herausgegeben von der Kirchenvater- 
Commission der konigl. Preuss. Akademie der Wissen- 
schaften. Hippolytus' Werke, I. Band : Exegetische und 
homiletische Schriften. Herausg. von G. Nath. Bonwetsch 
und Hans Achelis. I. Halite : Die Kommentare zu Daniel 
und zum Hohenliede. II. Halfte : Kleinere exegetische 
und homiletische Schriften. Leipzig: J. C. Hinrichs'sche 
Buchhandlung, 1897. Pp. xxvii + 374 ; x -f- 309. M. 18. 

In the year 1866 the Vienna Academy of Sciences began the corpus 
scriptorum ecclesiasticorum latinorum, of which, under the general super- 
vision of Carl Schenkl, some thirty-five volumes have thus far appeared. 
A worthy companion of this series will be the edition of the Greek 
Fathers of the first three centuries, published under the auspices of 
the Royal Academy at Berlin. In 1891 the academy appointed a 
"church father commission," consisting of Diels, Dillmann, von Geb- 
hardt, Harnack, Loofs, and Mommsen. This commission decided to 
publish the Christian Greek literature of the first three centuries, 
including the heretical and apocryphal works and the Jewish literature 
revised and worked over by Christians. Where original sources were 
lost, recourse was to be taken to early translations. The introduc- 
tions and the translation were to be in German. Fifty volumes, each 
of from 500-600 pages, at a price, approximately, of M. 25 each, have 
thus far been planned, the whole to be published within fifteen to 
twenty years. Financially the enterprise is assured by the liberal 
endowment of Hermann and Elise (nee Heckmann) Wentzel. Harnack, 
who probably gave the first impetus, undertook to pave the way for the 
individual editors by furnishing in his famous History of Early Chris- 
tian Literature a critical survey of the material in hand, and a guide 
for the history of tradition of the early literature, as far as could be 
done within three years. 
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The series has been happily inaugurated with the critical edition of 
the works of Hippolytus, that heretical bishop of Rome (ca. 217-35 
A. D.), by G. N. Bonwetsch and H. Achelis. The work of these editors 
deserves all the more praise when it is remembered that Hippolytus was 
by no means a truly great author, but rather tedious, voluminous, scrib- 
bling. The honor, however, of beginning the series need not be 
grudged to that honest, erudite church father, neglected by his con- 
temporaries and later writers. Much new material has been found 
since Paul de Lagarde, in 1858, published, on 216 small octavo pages, 
his Hippolyti romani qua feruntur omnia grace; and yet, for some 
fragments, this edition of Lagarde is still indispensable, as Jiilicher has 
truly pointed out. 

The preface of Bonwetsch to the two commentaries is divided into 
four parts : (1) Prefatory remarks to the commentary on Daniel, begin- 
ning with a brief recital of former researches and a careful estimate of 
earlier editions, due credit being given to predecessors. (2) Pp. v-xiv 
describe the manuscripts, at the editor's disposal, of the Greek text, as 
also of the Syriac and Old Slavic translations. The Greek MSS. were 
collated several times, as well as the fragments preserved in catena, all 
of which go back to one archetypal manuscript, not identical with any one 
of the three now extant. In the famous passage on the date of Christ's 
birth, In Dan., iv, 23, 13 (Bonwetsch, p. 242), the editor adopts the read- 
ing of the Greek Chigi-MS. (Rome) and found also in the fragments 
of George, bishop of the Arabians. 1 (3) On pp. xiv-xx we have the 
testimonia of later writers concerning the Daniel commentary of Hip- 
polytus. (4) These are followed (pp. xxiv-xxix) by additions and cor- 
rections, and a list of abbreviations (p. xxviii). The text of the 
commentaries on Daniel and on the Song of Songs is printed on 
pp. 2-340, 343-74 ; text and translation (into German) on opposite 
sides. The fragment of the commentary on the Song of Songs is 
based — aside from a Greek fragment well known — mainly on the 
Slavic translation in German rendering. Philologians, no doubt, 
would have preferred the Slavic text in its original. The whole work 
of editing these texts, originals and early translations, shows the 
utmost care and philological acumen, as well as painstaking fidelity in 
the rendering of the Slavic and other texts. All variant readings 

1 See also Nachrichten von d. ko. Gesellsch. d. Wiss. zu GSttingen, phil.-hist. KL, 
1895, 527, and Studien z. den Kommenlaren Hippolyts, p. 85 ; on the other hand, see 
against this reading, Hilgenfeld in Zeitschr.f. wiss. Theol., 1897, 635-6; and, again, 
E. Bratke, Theol. Litbl, 1897, No. 45. 
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and peculiarities of manuscripts, and the authorities consulted, are 
given underneath the text. In short, the edition satisfies every 
demand of science. 2 A critical rgsume' of his studies of these two 
commentaries the learned editor published in his " Studies to the 
Commentaries of Hippolytus to the Book of Daniel and the Song of 
Songs." 3 

The second part of this first volume is edited by Hans Achelis, one 
of the foremost students of the works of Hippolytus. Contributions 
of fragments from Slavic and oriental sources in German translation 
were furnished by specialists, and take up nearly one- third of this 
Part 2. Also here every line has been collated, and much new material 
is added. The general arrangement is the same as in Part 1. Perhaps 
it may be objected that this second is not strictly exegetical and 
homiletical, only Nos. 2-18 of the twenty-six fragments belonging here, 
arranged according to the order of the biblical books; the others, 
especially No. 1, De Antichristof and 19-26 5 being of dogmatic, 
polemic, or historical character. Genuine and spurious material in 
Nos. 19-26 is not strictly separated; much of the acceptedly spurious 
should only have been mentioned in the preface. Space would then 
have been gained for the introductions, etc., now printed separately in 
the editor's "Studies," 6 which one has to consult constantly in order to 
gain a clear picture of the whole. The objection of many review- 
ers, that the catena have not been used often enough, has been 
answered by the editor with the announcement that he has ready for 
publication, since 1895, an extensive treatise on the Genesis catena 
and on catena in general. — It is true, the critical apparatus could be 

2 Reviewers have found fault with the editor for using the Tischendorf edition of 
the LXX instead of the more excellent Cambridge edition by Swete. The editor has 
answered to this that the press work of the Daniel commentary was completed on 
April 4, 1895, while Swete's third volume appeared only in the latter part of the fall 
of 1894 and could not be used for the critical apparatus of the commentary. 

^Studien zu den Kommentaren Hippolyts zum Buche Daniel und Hohenliede, 
"Texte u. Untersuchungen," Neue Folge, 1. Band, Heft 2. For a review of these 
studies by Professor Gerhard Ficker, see this Journal, Vol. II, pp. 684-6. 

4 Based on a collection of four manuscripts. 

5 These are fragments of the " Chapter against Gaius," and of the treatises " On 
the Resurrection," addressed to the empress Mammaea, and " On the Resurrection and 
Imperishableness ; " the homily els t4 &yia 6to<fi&vcia (pronounced spurious by both 
Achelis and Bonwetsch); the fragments lrepl toO aytov v&a%a ; a devotional 5i-fiyq<ris 
'IirToXirov, preserved by Palladius, Historia Lausiaca, and in two appendices — 
" Pseudo-hippolytea," especially the " De consummatione mundi." 

6 See below, pp. 948-9, of this volume. 
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reduced in many instances, and the text at times is ambiguous and 
obscure ; yet the whole make-up of the volume is elegant and fine, the 
paper excellent, and the press work well done, notwithstanding the 
unpleasant fact that throughout the volume breathings and accents are 
often broken off. 

Vol. II of the works of Hippolytus is to contain a complete chro- 
nological survey of the author's writings, and indices, in addition to 
his anti-heretical and chronological treatises. May the editors of 
this first volume soon present us with the second volume. The two 
together will constitute a critical editio princeps of this so long greatly 
underrated church father. We heartily congratulate the Royal Academy 
of Sciences at Berlin, the "church-father commission," and especially 
its leading member, Professor Harnack, upon such an auspicious 
beginning of this most important undertaking ; we heartily thank the 
editors for the severe task which they have, so successfully, accom- 
plished for the benefit of all students of patristic Greek literature ; we 
heartily appreciate the great care and zealous work shown by the pub- 
lishers in bringing out, in such splendid dress, this grand volume. 

W. Muss-Arnolt. 
The University of Chicago. 



Catenen. Mitteilungen iiber ihre Geschichte und handschrift- 
liche Ueberlieferung. Von Lie. Hans Lietzmann. Mit einem 
Beitrag von Professor Dr. Hermann Usener. Freiburg i. B.: 
J. C. B. Mohr, 1897. Pp. vi + 85. M. 4. 

We hope that this pamphlet is only the first of many more of the 
same character, representing, as it does, materials for a complete cata- 
logue of all catenae manuscripts. After a brief survey of the work done 
in this line since Richard Simon (1693), the author describes the history 
of the transmission of catena manuscripts. Catenae are compilations by 
writers from the sixth century of our era and later, from the writings of 
the early Fathers, for the purposes of exegetical study. Procopius, of 
Gaza, is considered the first of these compilers. Such compilations 
exist in great quantities for almost all the books of the Old and New 
Testaments, and prove thus to be a source for our knowledge of early 
Christian exegesis. Their importance has been generally underrated, 
and their contents were studied but little. In our days it was espe- 
cially Paul de Lagarde who, in a review of Dindorf's edition of Cle- 
ment (1870), called attention to the great importance of a systematic 



